REMARKS 



This application has been carefully reviewed in light of the Office Action 
dated October 8, 2004. Claims 1 to 8 are in the application, of which Claims 1 and 5 are 
still the only independent. Reconsideration and further examination are respectfully 
requested. 

Turning first to a procedural matter, the Office Action indicates that none of 
Applicants' priority documents have been received. Actually, certified copies of both of 
Applicants' priority documents were filed on September 29, 2004. Acknowledgment of 
receipt of the priority documents is respectfully requested. 

Turning to the merits of the Office Action, Claims 1 to 8 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) over European 956,959 (Udagawa). The rejections are 
respectfully traversed. 

With respect to independent Claim 1, the invention concerns an ink tank 
comprising ink holding means for retaining ink and a housing for containing the ink 
holding means, wherein the housing is provided with an ink supply port and an air inducing 
port. According to one feature of the invention, grooves communicating with the ink 
supply port are provided on the inner face of the housing where the ink supply port is open. 

According to this feature of the invention, in which a groove 
communicating with the ink supply port is provided on the inner face of the housing where 
the ink supply port is open, greater efficiency is obtained in filling ink into the entire ink 
tank, as described throughout the specification. 
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In entering the rejection over Udagawa, the Office Action took the position 

that Udagawa's grooves 150 (shown in Figures 2A and 9A through 9F thereof) 

corresponded to the claimed groove. However, as Applicants see it, Udagawa's grooves 

150 are not communicated with Udagawa's ink supply port 1 14 and they are not provided 

on an inner face of Udagawa's housing where ink supply port 1 14 is open. Rather, a 

clearly described at paragraph [0042] of Udagawa, grooves 140 are provided on a partition 

wall 138 between a chamber 134 (which contains a negative pressure generating member) 

and chamber 136 which contains ink: 

"The negative pressure generating member containing 
chamber 134 and the liquid containing chamber 136 communicate with each 
other only through a communicating portion 140 formed in the partition 
wall 138 near the bottom of the ink tank 100 and an atmosphere 
introduction path 150 for expediting the introduction of the atmosphere into 
the liquid containing chamber during the liquid supplying portion." 

Accordingly, it is seen that Udagawa's grooves 150 do not correspond to the 
grooves set out in independent Claim 1, and withdrawal of the rejection under § 102(b) is 
respectfully requested. 

With regard to independent Claim 5, the invention concerns an ink tank 
comprising a housing that contains ink holding means for retaining ink. The ink holding 
means comprises a sheet-like first ink holding member contactable to an external member 
to which ink is supplied, and a second ink holding member closely held with the first ink 
holding member for supplying ink to the first ink holding member. The ink holding power 
of the first ink holding member is larger than that of the second ink holding member, and 
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the first ink holding member is substantially held in a form following the shape of an inner 
face of the housing on a portion where the ink supply port is provided. 

By virtue of the foregoing, in which the first ink holding member is sheet- 
like and in which it is held in a form following the shape of an inner face of the housing on 
a portion where the ink supply port is provided, ink existing in the vicinity of the inner face 
of the housing is supplied more efficiently to the ink supply port, such that it is possible to 
reduce the amount of unused residual ink that remains in the ink tank prior to being 
discarded. 

In entering the rejection over Udagawa, the Office Action took the position 
that Udagawa's ink holding member 132B corresponds to the claimed first ink holding 
member. Applicants would respectfully point out that Udagawa's ink holding member 
132B is not sheet-like, as can be confirmed through the dimensions given in Udagawa's 
paragraph [0086]: 

"The amount of crush of the first negative pressure 
generating member [132B] at this time [i.e., at the time of insertion into the 
ink tank] is of the order of 0.2 to 1 .5 mm when the height of the negative 
pressure generating member before inserted is 15 mm." 

Thus, Udagawa's ink holding member 132B has a height of 15 mm, although it is slightly 

compressed (on the order of 0.2 to 1.5 mm) as it is inserted into the ink tank. 

It is therefore respectfully submitted that Udagawa fails to disclose or to 

suggest at least the sheet-like first ink holding member of the present invention, and 

withdrawal of the § 102(b) rejection is therefore respectfully requested. 



An Information Disclosure Statement, with fee, accompanies this 
Amendment. Consideration of the art cited therein is respectfully requested. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Costa Mesa, 
California office at (714) 540-8700. All correspondence should continue to be directed to 
our below-listed address. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Attorney for Applicants 
Michael K. O'Neill 
Registration No.: 32,622 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-2200 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 

CA_MAIN 90523V1 
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